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REPLY TO ‘ ORION.” 
(concLupED From race 185.) 

Our correspondent admits that those whom he 
calls wicked, will, in a future state, behold what im- 
mense riches of mercy and grace have ever been in 
store for them; and yet supposes that this will be 
rather a source of aggravation, than of relief: But 
he has offered us nothing but his dare opinion in sup- 
port of his views upon this subject, and this we are 
not dispesed to receive as evidence. He admits 
that such knowledge in the present state of being 
produces reconciliation and peace ; and as the con- 
stitution of the mind, and the truth of God will be 
the same in a future state as in the present, we can 
see no good reason why their effects should not be 
the same there as here. Orvion’s objection takes 
for granted a sentiment which is repugnant to the 
plain and frequent assertions of the scriptures ; name- 
ly, that a future state of bliss, or salvation, is the re- 
ward of human merit: whereas the scriptures de- 
clare it to be the gift of God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. The admission on the part of Orion, 
“that such immense riches of mercy and grace are 
in store for the sinner” is tantamount to an acknowl- 
edgment that’ God designed them for the sinner ; 
otherwise they were prepared in vain. Now if the 
Deity designed them for the-sinner’s inheritance, and 
the sinner should never enjoy them, the design of 
the Creator would, at least, in this case, be frustra- 
ted: And if the designs of God could be frustrated 
in one instance, they might be in every other case ; 
and he would cease to be the object of rational con- 
fidence. 

Our correspondent roundly asserts that the He- 
brew lawgiver is not silent upon the vastly important 
subject of misery in a future state of being ;—But as- 
sertion is not proof; and as he has produced noth- 
ing like proof, no reply is necessary on our part. 

Again—he tells us that “men are not saved by 
their own righteousness”—This is undoubtedly true, 
but it is giving up all for which he has contended ; 
for he has all along been labouring to prove that 
the future salvation of the creature depended upon 





his own exertions. Having abandoned this position, | 


we hope he will be equally fortunate in cnoaping 
from his remaining errors, 

His conclusion, that men “ would be saved by their 
own righteousness, if they did not sin at all,” is, to 
say the least, a mere conjecture : And besides, this 
supposition involves the conclusion that infants, who 
have never sinned, stand in no need of a Saviour. 


The insinuation of our correspondent, that a belief 


in universal salvation has a tendency to promote sui- 
cide, comes with an ill grace from a believer in end- 
less misery, since matter of fact proves that instances 
of suicide are less frequent among the believers in 
universal salvation, in proportion to their numbers, 
than they are among the believers of endless misery. 
This is owing to the natural tendency of the doctrine 
of interminable woe, to produce in the mind of its 
subject those awful forebodings which frequently 
unbalances the reason and drives the unfortunate 
subject to distraction. 

Orion complains of the Universalist Magazine, as 
representing the believers in endless misery as de- 
riving that trait of doctrine from the heathen poets. 
That the heathen poets held that doctrine, will not 
be denied. The writer of the communication in the 
Magazine, to which Orion alludes, not finding the 
doctrine of endless misery taught in the Bible, very 
naturally concluded that it was of heathen origin. 
If Orion, however, has any complaint against the 
Magazine, he had better present it in writing to the 
Editors of that paper, who will doubtless be ready 
to give him a hearing in due time. 

In closing, our correspondent asks, if **the doc- 
trine of endless misery be true, who has the greatest 
reason to be alarmed or uneasy ?” We answer 
those who believe that doctrine : and such live in 
constant fear, in proportion to the frequency of their 
reflections upon the subject. Orion tells us that it 
is the wicked, &c. and as he acknowledges that all 
have sinned, he doubtless will not deny that the fear 
of endless misery is a source of great inquietude 
to him. 

Finally, he concludes that if men would “ refrain 
from evil, it would be immaterial to them whether 
punishment for evil be limited. or endless.” It is 
pretty evident from this that Orion does not refrain 
from evil, since it is a matter of such great impor- 
tance with him, that he labours almost incessantly to 
persuade others to believe the doctrine of intermin- 
able woe. And is it a matter of no importance to 
our correspondent that others should become the 
subjects of the misery in which he believes? If so, 
he must be destitute of fellow-feeling ; and we leave 
it for him and our readers to decide how far he is 
reconciled to that God, “ who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. 33 





ILLUSTRATION. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 178.) 
From the view we have taken of the character of 
‘the Sower, an unfavourable opinion of the quality 
of the seed is not likely to be formed in the mind. 
It is the nature of every cause to produce effects in 
perfect alliance with itself. The Sower, therefore, 
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being wise and benevolent, it is just to infer that the} 


The similitude of sowing seed, is used in this pas- 
sage to represent the beneficial labours of the Son 
of God, in dispensing the truth of Heaven to man- 
kind, or publishing the g lad tidings of the gospel of 
his grace for the hope of the guilty. 

The peculiar character of this gospel may be cor. 
rectly understood by adverting to its early enuncia- 
tion by Jehovah to the Patriarch, before the ancient 
dispensation was proclaimed from Sinai’s height— 
“In blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying, I 
will multiply thy seed, as the stars of heaven, and as 


blessed.” This is, indeed, grood tidings of great joy : 
and what adds in no small degree to its importance, 
is, that it was designed for all people. Those divine 
truths which the Saviour proclaimed, and in which, 
both Jews and Gentiles are equally interested, is, 
emphatically, the good seed of the kingdom ; and in 
whose dissemination it is the daty of all to rejoice. 

The sowing of seed in a field is used to represent 
the preaching of the word of life to man. For as 
the seed is profusely scattered upon the face of the 
ground, so the gospel of life and salvation: is indis- 
criminately proclaimed to all, bringing i in the hope 
of immortality. 

The impartial character of the preee of Christ, 
and the universal application which he made of the 
will of God concerning the future destiny of his crea- 
tures, gives this message a high consideration among 
the great subjects which revelation brings to light, 
and makes a direct and powerful appeal to the sen- 
sibilities of the vast multitude, who are the distin- 
guished objects of divine favour. 

Next to the great Redeemer, stood the penteks 
in the labour of disseminating the word of grace. 
A labour which demanded all the soul’s collected 
powers, and the soothing and supporting influene of 
the divine Spirit. In this glorious work, they labour- 
ed with indefatigable zeal ; not counting their lives 
worthy of preservation when they came into compe- 
tition with the obedience which devolved on. them 
in the service of the great Head of the church. To 
the close of life, the labours of love were their chief 
delight ; the proclamation of “the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation to all men,” was the distin- 
guishing feature of their mission, and the triumphs 
of that grace in the blessing of eternal life to man 
was the theme of their rejoicing in the hour of death. 

The ministers of the good word of grace, in the 
present time, are engaged in the same delightful sea- 
Hvice, of extending the knowledge of salvation, and 
proclaiming the infinite excellency of the power and 
love of Jehovah, as the proper ground of pious con- 
fidence, and the revelation ofhis grace through Jesus 
Christ, as beovak, “ep birth to a yearn 





seed sown must partake largely of the sathe general | de ‘.. h 


the sand which is upon the sea-shore : and in thea, 
and in thy seed, shall all the families of the earth be’ 
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ng iiss dace deny: But the qeutin is, 


shoot for, and aioe ‘jon harvest of peace 
and pious gratitude ;—For the promise is, not only, 
that there shall be seed-time, but a time of harvest also. 
_ The field, and the variety of appearance indica- 
ting the success of the sower, will form the subject 
of another number. 
(vO BE CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mr. Eprror, 


Fc served in ZION’S HERALD, a paper devoted 
to the cause of methodism, an article, headed, ** a 
shocking death!” 

We do not doubt but the death alluded to actees 
yed such an appellation ; for surely if it were as ap- 
palling as is the description given, it was “a shock- 
ing death !” 

‘he unhappy subject of the tale before us was 
William Pope, said to have lived in Bolton, in Lan- 
cashire, England. He had been for several months 
afflicted with a consumptive malady, when the Nar- 
rator, Mr. Rhodes, first saw him. His mind was 
in a most lamentable frame : He imagined that he 
had been in hell, that he had experienced what he 
called the agonizing torments of the damned! He 
is represented as calling upon the rocks and mount- 
ains to fall upon him, to hide him from the presence 
of the Father of the spirits of all flesh ! He disdain- 
ed the idea of pardoning mercy, saying “ E have no 
desire to receive any blessing at the hands of God,” 
he declared that he would not accept of salvation 
at his hands, and expressed an ardent desire to de- 
part into everlasting burnings, to be consigned to 
the bottomless pit ! 

From the above, the reader will be able to form 
some idea of the state of Mr. Pope’s mind. It is to 
be presumed that he knew not what he said ; that 
his intellectual powers were disordered and that rea- 
son had been driven from her throne ; and fears of 
the most horrid and distracting nature had taken 
possession of the whole region of his mind. But it | 
may be inquired, from what did this fear originate ’ 
What produced the despair and phrenzy which his 
language so plainly indicated ? Let him answer for 
himself: ‘“O that wicked and horrible deed of plas- | | 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, which J} know [| 
have committed.” 

This was, undoubtedly, in his estimation, the cause 
of that lamentable condition-of mind. The idea that 
he had sinned against the Holy Ghost, which sin, as 
he had most probably been taught from his cradle 
should never be forgiven, and that those who com- 
mitted it, must be everlastingly damned, seems.to 
have dispossessed his mind of almost all its remain- 
ing powers, and to have rendered him emphatically 
a maniac. How many cases of this nature have 
come before the publick ; exciting the sympathy of 
one class, the terrors of ‘another, and the disapproba- 
tion of a third.—But it is designed to subserve some 

‘important’ purpose. The circulation of such tales 
serves to fill the minds of the credulous and the ig- 
norant with the fear of an endless hell, which is con- 
sidered by many as the first and most hepeful symp- 








tom of genuine conversion. That these: frightful 
stories may, in many respects, be founded in fact, I 








whether these fears, which operate so powerfully 
upon a distempered imagination, produce any real 
change in the character and designs of the Creator ? 
Is he net still good to all, and are not his tender mer- 
cies over all his works, notwithstanding the impress- 
ions of his fearful subjects to the contrary ? Admit- 
ting, therefore, that such were the impressions and 
persuasions of this transatlantick sufferer, it affords 
no more evidence in support of the doctrine of end- 
less misery, than the belief, that there is no God, evin- 
ces the truth of atheism. 

Although the character of this story is quite sim- 
ilar to several which have gone the rounds of limita- 
rian papers in this country ; the theatres of which 
have been located in the United States ; yet in one 
respect, this is entirely different ; the names of per- 
sons and places are given :—Whereas, the modern 
religious tales of American manufacture are unac- 
companied by either names or places: Andthough 





frequently called upon to disclose the names of the 
parties, and locate the scene of the fiction, the | 
demand has, I believ “s in no instance, been compli- | 
ed with. 

The principal object of such pubhcations appears | 


why : But this ts noPthe tase Wabvslldl fn'of the 
Lord,” and must therefore be a matter of gift from 


him, and not of merit by the creature. 

That the Supreme Being acts with a design, both 
in creation and Providence, to display his perfec- 
tions, snd to promote the happiness of his creatures 


by a variety of means, all within the perfect contro! 


of his power, is a fundamental truth, admitted by all. 
The same is true in relation to the plan of grace. 
“ The only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth,” was sent of God, commissioned and empow- 
ered to seek and save that which was lost. To that 
which they had seen and heard, the apostles of our 
Lord bore a joint witness. ‘We have seen and do 
testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world.” It was not a subject of mere 
speculation with them; for they declare simply 
what they had seen and heard. They beheld the 
world lying in wickness and deplored their unhappy 
condition : They also beheld the glorious Redeem- 


| er, clothed with the wisdom from above, and armed 


_with the panoply of divine grace, engaged for their 
deliverance. In the confidence of his success, they 
rejoiced with joy unspeakable, It constituted their 
highest felicity, in this vale of tears, to believe and 


to be to keep up the credit of modern orthodoxy, | | publish these good tidings to the world. But alas ? 


by enslaving the minds of the young and rising gen- | 
eration with those fears which will enable the clergy | 
to render them subservient to the purposes of their | 
ambition, and in riper years to render them instrv- | 
mental in establishing an extensive jurisdiction over 
the publiek sentiment, and feeling, and interest. 
But many, very many, already discover the design, 
and are using the weapons of truth, and reason, and 
plain dealing, which, if properly wielded, will even- 
tuate in the discomfiture of many an arch deceiver. 
When reason takes the place o +f fear, 
And truth our minds enlighten ; 


2 mbitious schemes will then appear 
Incompetent to frighten. 


CHRIST, A SAVIOUR. 

Amidst the busy concerns and perplexities of life,. 
the mind receives a grateful cordial by turning to 
‘contemplate the riches of divine goodness, as dis- 
| played in the volume of holy inspiration. There the 
mind and will of God. are disclosed to man, and at- 
tended by evidences which are capable of arresting 
the attention, and of producing a most salutary con- 
viction, and finally operating in a way to bring about 
a reformation which is fervently to be desired. 

Numerous indeed are the evidences of divine be- 
nevolence which the scriptures furnish : but that, 
which above all others, claims the highest tribute of 
gratitude, is comprised in the gift and labours of the 
Son of God. “We have seen, and.do testify, that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world”—was the familiar language of one who was. 
a witness of alt his labours and of his death.. 

The sinful and suffering condition of mankind, 
alone furnish sufficient evidence of their need ofa}. 
Saviour. If there were any power delegated toe 
mankind by which. they could effect their entire 





emancipation from sin and suffering, the mediation 
of Christ would be less important to the human 


how many there are who are filled with sorrow when 
the complete success and endless triumph of the Sa- 
viour is proclaimed ! They seem ready to admit that 
the world will, in some part, be saved by Christ ; 
but not that ** he will see the enéire trayail of his soul 
and be satisfied.” Nor can they induige the joyful 
anticipation of seeing every knee bow in humble 
adoration before the glorified Redeemer, and of be- 
holding every creature in heaven, in earth, under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that are in them, uniting 
in ascriptions of the highest glory and honour to 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and te the Lamb, 
for ever! But thousands still brood over the imagi- 
nary horrors of an awful eternity, through doubts 
and fears, lest “the Lion of the tribe of Judah” 
should faik of the conquest and deliverance of a 
world. To such we may be permitted to address 
the language of the celebrated poet— 
“* ¥e fearful souls, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread, 


Are big with mercies, and will break 
In blessings on your heads.” 


FOR, THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE.. 


Sweet the baliny breath of morning, 
Sweet the dew-drops on the rese, 
Sweet the flowers, the earth adorning, 

Sweet the streamlet as it flows. 


Sweet the smile from beauty beaming, 
When the heart is all refin’d ; 

But sweeter far the Truth first gleaming 
_On.a dark benighted mind. 


Sweet the tears from pity flowing, 
Emanating from above, re 


| But sweeter far the bliss of knowing — 
All our —e ns grata 


Oh ! it is a soulx 
Bosom-cheering, Mappr thought, 
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That he sought us e’er we sought. 
May we all His love retracing, 

Strive to have a single eye, 
(While we are the Truth embracing) 


His Great name to glorify. 
ELIZA. 


Providence, June 20, 1825. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALISLT MAGAZINE. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

The writer of the following is aware of its imper- 
fection ; but having on hand several accounts of Mr. 
Wincuestsr which have never been published, he 
takes this method of preserving them. 

‘The account of Winchester’s family, and of him- | 
self till the time of his beginning to preach, is gath- | 
ered mostly from conversations with his sister and | 
the reports of the neighborhood ; of his life, from 
the commencement of his ministry till 1778, and even 
later, the Rey. John Leland, at the writer’s request, | 
kindly furnished a very particular narrative ; of his | 
conversion to Universalism, the relation is drawn | 
principally from Winchester’s own account, prefixed | 
to the second edition of his Dravoeuszs ; the Rev. 
Abner Kneeland forwarded what information he could 
collect in Philadelphia concerning his residence in 
that city, and of the Universalist Society there du- 
ring that period ; Vidler, in his Lire or Wincuts- 
rer, has given an account of his departure for Eu- 
rope, of his residence in England, and return to 
America ; the remainder of the narrative is callected 
from Vidler, and from varfous other sources. 


Life of the Rev. Elhanan Winchester. 

The family of Winchesters, in this country, is de- 
rived from a Mr. Winchester who came to Boston or 
its vicinity, several generations ago, from Flintslire, 
jn the Northof Wales. The Rev. Elhanan Winches- 
ter’s father (his name was also Elhanan) was the 
third in descent from that ancestor. He owned a small 
farm in Brookline, Mass. on which he contrived to 
support a very numerous family, by the double em- 
ployment of agriculture and shoemaking ; to which 
he occasionally added that of preaching, without pe- 
cuniary compensation. Being an admurer of the cel- 
ebrated Whitfield, he united with a small company 
of New-Lights in his neighborhood, among whom he 
was distinguished for his zeal and infiuence, and 
chosen deacon. After having been successively a 
New-Light, a Baptist, and a Universalist, he died 
among the Shakers, at Harvard, Mass. in 1810, aged 
91. He was three times married ; and by two of his 
wives had fifteen children, ten sons and five daugh- 
ters, of whom the oldest was Elhanan. 

The Rev. Exrganan Wincuestrer was born at 
Brookline, in 1751. Like most of the family, he had, 
when young, some peculiarity of way and appearance 
which shewed him not designed for a man of the 
world, and denoted a contemplative mind, and an 
insulated disposition. His early awkwardness prov- 
ed, > perhaps, favorable to his genius ; as by denying 
ready reception in common society, it drove him to. 
the resources of hisewnmund. Nor does it appear, 
in his case, to have had its usual effect, of souring 
the disposition by the neglect it incurs; for { am 
told that even in childhood he gave indications of 
his distinguishing mildness of temper,* and that as 

* Mr. Vidler, on the contrary, states, on the authori- 
ty, he says, of Winchester himself, that when young, 
pe had so passionate and obstinate a 

as dangerous to contradict or thwart him in an 
thing ; his paroxysms of anger were akin to mad- 
ness,”~ Mr. Winchester’s sister, however, gives ne 
a very different character of histemper when young ; 
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r that it | 





and i have followed her account, as-she | 
fident of its truth, spate 


he grew up, he was considered the peace-maker of | 


his associates. 

At the of five, it is said, he was called a good 
reader. His taste for study was soon observed by 
the neighborhood ; and at school, he sometimes as- 
tonished his instructors by the suddenness of his ac- 
quirements. His opportunity for education, howev- 
er, was small. It was his father’s rule to afford the 
children-only a winter’s schooling, each year, till 
they arrived at the age of sixteen; yet with this 
slight advantage, Elhanan added some acquaitance 
with the Latin to the branches taught in common 
district schools. Books of all kinds that fell in his 
way, were read with avidity: but the Bible was his 
favorite. So readily could he recite, especially from 
this Book, that common report says he was early 
looked on by his acquaintance, as a prodigy for his 
knowledge of the scriptures and strength of memory. 
His memory was certainly prodigious, and may be 
said, without disparagement, to have been his great- 
est talent. 

The fanaticism of the sect among whom he was 
brought up, naturally cherished and increased the 
enthusiasm, to which his constitutional temperament 
was perhaps predisposed. In his nineteenth year 
(in the spring or summer of 1770) he underwent 
what was called by the New-Lights then, and by the 
orthodox now, conviction and conversion. Soon after, 
(in the autumn of 1770) he began preaching lectures 
at his father’s house and in the vicinity, without mak- 
ing the usual profession of religion, or joming any 
church.—But hearing of a reyival in Canterbury, 
Con. he visited that place, and was there baptised 
by Elder Ebenezer Lyon, and admitted into his 
church. This was a Baptist church, but on the plan 
of open communion, and of Anti-Calvinistic senti- 
ments. How long he tarried here is not known ; 
but before the next spring he removed with his wife + 
to Rehoboth, Mass. where he spent the year 1771, 
and in its vicinity. His youth, his extraordinary 
memory, his eloquence and apparent zeal, together 
with his coarse and singular dress, excited much in- 
terest, and drew multitudes to his meetings. A re- 
vival followed ; a church of about seventy members 
was gathered on the plan of that at Canterbury, and 
he was ordained over it, by Elder Lyon. In less 
than a year, however, Mr. Winchester adopted the 
plan of close communion ; to which his church so 
far practically dissented, as to exclude him for breach 
of covenant. During the commotion which this af- 
fair produced at Rehoboth, he took a journey into 
New-Hampshire and Vermont; and on returning, 
stopped at Grafton, Mass. where he preached to the 
astonishment of the few who attended. When arri- 
ved at Rehoboth, finding the difficulties had not sub- 
sided, he called a Council to mediate between him 
and his church. The result was, the council de- 
clared that he had left an error to embrace the truth ; 
and the people declared the contrary. Accordingly, 
Mr. Winchester then joined the baptist chureh in 
Bellingham, Mass. of which Elder Noah Alden was 
minister. About this tune he renounced his Armin- 
ian { sentiments, avowed the system of the celebra- 
ted Baptist, Dr. Gill, and soon became considered 
one of the most thorough Calvinist preachers in the 
country. 

At the requests of his friends in Grafton, he remo- 
ved thither early in the year 1772, and preached 
there through the summer, About thirty in the ad- 
joining parts of Grafton, Upton and Northbridge, 
made a profession of religion, among whom were 
Mr. iah Laithe, afterwards a Univesalist min- 
ister, and several who became hers of yarjous 
denominations.—From this town Mr. Winchester 


¢ He married this his first wife at Brookline, in 

1770, before he began to preach. She had been, 
for some years, an inmate in his father’s family. 

His sentiments were, I think, those of the ancient 





rather than modern Arminians; which was at that 
time the case with a large number of the Baptist 


churches in the country. 


East of B of a 
the year 1773, and 
and in sundry other places. 


Since the’ beginning of his ministerial career, he 


anty population ; and t 
former part of 1774, there 


had often p native town, and with con- 
siderable success. His Father became a tist, 
most of the New-Light congregation followed him ; 
and a Baptist church, which still remains, was at 
length established at Newton, in the vicinity. 

In the autumn of 1774, he set out for the Southern 
States. Arrived at Hopewell, N. J. he was inocula- 
ted for the small pox ; and on recovering proceeded 
to Charleston, S. C. where he soon received an invi- 
tation from an old and respectable Baptist church at 
Welch Neck, on the Great Pee Dee River, about 
sixty miles from Georgetown. Concluding to settle 
here, he returned, after a few months, to Massachu- 
setts for his wife. It was not, however, till the next 
October, (1775) that they were ready to begin their 
removal ; and when taney reached Fairfax County in 
Virginia, Mrs. Winchester was obliged to stop on 
account of ill health. Leaving her in the care of a 
friend, he proceeded, and spent the winter at Welch 
Neck ; but returned the next April, (1776) to see 
his lady and conduct her to theirhome. She wasin 
her grave. 

Instead of going back to South-Carolina, as he 
had designe d, * continued his journey to New-Eng- 
land; and during the summer supphed at the first 
Baptist church in Boston, for the Rev. Dr. Still- 
man, who was at Philadelphia. Some time in the 
summer, he married Miss. Sarah Peck, of Rehoboth ; 
and inthe fall set out with her for Welch Neck. 
His return to his people was followed with a revival, 
and about forty were baptised, among whom was 
Mrs. Winchester. In less than a year, she died ; 
and he himself was soon afterwards seized with a fe- 
ver that brought him to the verge of the grave. Mr. 
Wincheter says that till this iction, he had felt 
longing's for popular applause ; but that now, to use 
his own words, he was crucified to it forever. In the 
beginning of the year 1778, he married his third wife, 
Sally Luke, a woman of an excellent temper, for 
whom he appears to have entertained great affec- 

tion. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





When Mahomet forbids his followers the use of 
wine, when the grand Sultan discourages learning, 
and when the Pope denies the scriptures to the laity, 
what are we to infer from hence? not the danger of 
the things forbidden, but the fears of those that for- 
bid. Mahomet knew that his was a faith strictly 
military, and to be propagated by the sword ; he 
also knew that nothing is so destructive of discipline 
as wine ; Mahomet therefore interdicted wine. The 
grand Sultan knows that despotism is founded 2 
the blindness and weakness of the governed ; but 
that learning is light and power ; and that the pow- 
erful and enlightened make very troublesome slaves ; 
therefore the Sultan discourages learning. Leo the 
Xth knew that the pontifical hierarchy did support, 
and was reciprocally supported by a superstition that 
was false ; but he also knew that the scriptures are 
true, and that truth and falsehood assimilate not ; 
therefore, Leo withheld the scriptures from the laity. 





The first consideration with a knave, is how to 
help himself, and the second, how to do it, with an 
appearance of helping you. Dionysius the tyrant, 
stwipped the statue of Jupiter Olympius of a robe of 
massy gold, and substituted a cloak of wool,’ saying 








gold’ is too cold in winter and too heavy ii stim 
—It behoves ws to take care of Jupiter, 
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| ‘FROM THE UNIVERSALIST. 


Western and Black River Associations. 

These Associations have met, according to adjourn- 
ment, at Eatonsbush and Watertown, and we ven- 
ture to predict, that the’ first and second weeks of 
this month, will form a grand epoch in the history of 
universalism. Though an unusual excess of business 
came before the councils, and much zeal, energy, 
and some warmth, were manifested in the discuss- 
ions, some of which were very interesting and by no 
means ineloquent, yet order, good will, and broth- 
erly affection, reigned predominant, and seemed 
to indicate, that the pleasure of the Lord shall pros- 
per in our hands. 

The principal subject which excited peculiar in- 
terest, was the formation of a State Convention, which 
being effected with general approbation, is denom- 
inated Taz UNnIvEeRsAList CONVENTION OF THE STATE 
or New-York. Independent and uncontrolled by 
any other Ecclesiastical assembly, this Convention, 
consisting of Ministers, chosen as delegates by the 
associations, forms the supreme court for the Uni- 
versalist of this state. The Western Association | 
henceforth disclaims all authority over the branches, 
recommending them to declare themselves indepen- 
dent associations, cultivating friendly intercourse 





with each other by visiting committees, and cemen- 
ted in fraternal alliance in the state convention. Ac- | 
cordingly the Black River branch, having approved | 
of the proceedings of the Western Association, struck | 
out the word branch, and will be known henceforth | 
as Tue Brack River Association. In order to | 
show its desire of fellowship and reciprocal attach- 
ment, the council appointed delegates to visit the 

‘estern, Genessee, and Cayuga Associations. The 
Brethren in Chatauque and Wayne, having applied 
for the formation of new branch associations, the 
consideration of the subjects were referred to the 
Genessee Branch, which, should it think expedient, 
can establish a new association, either to the East or 
West of that tract, which it may wish to retain as its 
own territorial district. The Brethren on the North 
River were recommended to form a new association, 
to be denominated “The Hudson Association.” 
Thus it is expected that in 1826, New-York will 
contain six Universalist Associalions, united in one 
grand body, in the State Convention. As Ministers, 
the Lord has succeeded our labors, the fields are 
white for harvest, and as a body in general, the Lord 
has done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 

J. S.. THOMPSON. 
NOTICE. 

In consequence of the expected rnemovat of the 
snbscribers, they have transferred their right and 
title to “‘ The Universalistt” to Rev. John S. Thomp- 
son, and are now no longer to be considered either 
as editors or proprietors of the same. 

June 3, 1825. S. R. SMITH. 

G. B. LISHER. 

The Rev. 8. R. Smith, one of the Editors of this 
paper, has resigned his ministerial labors in this vi- 











cinity, and goes to enter on the Pastoral care of the 
second Universalist Church, Philadelphia. We ear- 


nestly pray the benign influence of heaven to rest 


‘| on him and the people of his charge. 


J. S. THORN 


SUICIDE PREVENTED. 
An Interesting Narrative. Translated from the Italian, 
Sor the Salem Observer. 
Mr, meeting unexpectedly one day his dear 


and intimate friend, with a distressed countenance, 
inquired of him, with much solicitude, what could 
have occasioned it? The friend, at first refused to 
answer him, but at length, after much importunity, 
he said, that he was completely weary of his life, and 
that he had resolved at once to terminate his days. 
This friend, struck with surprise, after a short pause, 
reflecting upon the primary good disposition of hu- 
man nature, and upon some other particular circum- 
stances, demanded of him, the directions for the fu- 
neral, requesting also, that he would tell him how 
much money he had in his purse. He replied, that 
he was now richer both in gold and silver than he 
had ever been before. His philosophical friend then 
said, that such a sum of money wbuld soon be useless 
to him, but that he knew some deserving persons to 


|whom it would be a great relief, besceching him 


that he would, as the last favor, immediately go with 
him and present to them the money with his own 
hands before he died. After much entreaty he con- 
sented, and they entered a chamber, every part of 
| which indicated misery and affliction. ‘They beheld 
/a man surrounded by a numerous family, all occupi- 
ed in various labors ; but it was too apparent, that 
their industry in vain exerted itself to repel their ex- 
treme misery. ‘The money is distributed among 
them. Oh! who can give an adequate idea of the 
humble gratitude of these miserable people, who on 
their knees embraced the garment and hand of their 
benefactor : or, who can express the tender and un- 
usual pleasure that penetrates his heart’? Behold 
them in one group ! Instead of speaking they weep 
together. Embracing his friend, he, who a short 
time before had determined to destroy himself, cries, 
I will live, and every day by relieving the distressed, 
I will taste the luxury of doing good. 

The above story shows the good influence of ac- 
tive benevolence on them who dispense and them 
who receive, and evidences the power of virtue in 
preventing the commission of suicide. Were such 
means generally adopted to cheer and strengthen the 
despondent, many lives might unquestionably be sa- 
ved, much sorrow prevented, and those who suffer 
from poverty or weariness of existence, taught to 
render thanksgiving to God, and to serve him with 
faithfulness and joy. If any one has a friend or, 
an acquaintance in the condition above described, let 
him employ milar means of restoration, and we are 
sure, with the blessing of God on his benevolent ef- 
forts, the prayer of his soul will be answered. As it 
is the very nature of goodness to communicate feli- 
city to the extent of its ability, and as in blessing it is 
blessed, nothing can be more grateful than the effee- 
tuation of good, or the prevention of evil, and in 
such a cause every soul, that loves God, or has felt 
the strength and fervency of the Redeemer’s com- | 
passion, must be deeply engaged. ‘Jesus spent his 


‘edition, bound and in boards, _ 





life in doing good, and resigned his spirit, with a | 


prayer for his crucifiers. Go, and do thou likewise. 


WRITTEN IN A X COMMON-FLACE ‘BOOK. 


See to your book, young lady, let it be 

An index to your life—cach page be- pure, 

By vanity uncolor’d, and by vice 

Unspotted. Cheerful be each modest leaf, 

Not rude ; and pious be each written page. 
rithout hypocrisy, be it devout. oe 

Without moroseness, be it serious. 

If sportive, innocent—And if a tear 

Blot its white margin, let it drop. for those 

Whose wickedness needs pity more than hate. 

Hate no one—hate their vices, not themselves ; 

Spare many leaves for charity—that flower 

That better than the rose’s first white bud 

Becomes a woman’s bosom. ‘There we seek, 

And there we find it first. “Such be your book, 

And such, young lady, always may you be. 

Conn. Mirror. 


A good character is like a gamester’s money, very 
difficult to keep; and when lost, still more difficult 
to regain. 


Advice. —Read not to contradict and confute, nor 
to believe and take for granted, nor*to find talk and 
discourse, but to weigh and consider. 


Were we as eloquent as angels, yet should we 
please some men, some women, and some children 
much more by listening, than by talking. 


An upright minister asks, whaf recommends a 
man ; a corrupt minister, who. 


It is better to be laughed at, than ruined ; better 
to have a wife, who, like Martial’s Mamurra, cheapens 
every thing, and buys nothing, than to be impover- 
ished by one whose vanity will purchase every thing, 
but whose pride will cheapen nothing. 


S3S=> 
(CP The length of ** Orion’s” communication, and 


the number of topicks it embraces, renders its omis- 
sion unavoidable for the present. 


WMARRIED; 

In Glocester, on Tuesday last, by Rev. Mr. Pick- 
ering, Mr. James H. Bugbee, of this town, to Miss 
Miranda Keach, of the former place. 

In Taunton, 23d inst. Mr. David Arnold, of Nor- 
ton, to Miss Roby Dean, of Taunton. 

: recente ier 
DIED, 

In this town, on Sunday last, Philip Henry, infant 
son of Mr. Philip Potter, aged 3 weeks, 

In Pawtucket, 23d ult. Mrs. Ruth N. Hunt, aged 
27, wife of Peter B. Hunt, er and bake gl of 
Major Paul Nelson. wate dls 

SAMUEL W. WHEELER, _ 
No. 1103 Westminsrer-Srrerr, 
received, BAL °§ INQUIRY, second 
Has just received, 8 INQUIRY, wzond 


to Sabine’s Lectures on the Inquiry, ¢ 

Rthraed containing, a 
. d. Price of the Inquiry 

$ 1,00 and 8 1,25-—the Reply 50 cents 




















